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Study Material

	· Internet Scouting
· Facebook
· Mailing lists
· Scout group websites
· Scout group locations
· How to get your Scout group on the web
· Links to other Scout websites
· JOTI
· scouting.org.za domain
· Internet team
· About this site
· About the webmaster
· Contact us
	Internet Scouting

Social media





Find us on Facebook at facebook.com/SAScout



Follow us on Twitter at twitter.com/SAScout
Scout groups

Scout group web pages
Plenty of Scout groups around the country have their own web pages or blogs - why notset up your own?





 HYPERLINK "http://www.scouting.org.za/internet/locations.php" 
Scout locations

Find a group near you, or add your own group to the map.

Blogs and other sites

· Gauteng Scouting blog
· ScoutBook forum
· The Patrol Leader blog
· Ropes and Poles blog
· Akela's Cubs blog


Who is the page for?

This is the most important question! Like any publication, you have to know your audience. There are usually two answers: firstly, your Group web page is for the Cubs or Scouts and their parents, and secondly, potential Cubs and Scouts and their parents looking for an active, fun group in their area. Scout

For your own members, the best Scout web page is one which involves the Cubs or Scouts: taking the photos, writing the stories, deciding what to put on it. Designing a web page can be the basis for a good meeting activity.

For recruiting potential members, the page must show your group at its best, and most importantly, must have the right contact information for someone wanting to join.



What should I put on the page?

To answer this question, think about who the page is aimed at, and remember, make itfun and useful.

Your Cubs and Scouts will like the page if it includes things that they did: especially photos and stories. The first thing they will look for is their own name and photo on the site (but see the note on names below).

Parents will like the page if it mentions their sons and daughters. They will also wantimportant notices such as the term or year planner (but don't get ambitious and promise to put every single notice on the page, because you will soon get tired of updating it.)

You should include important contact information: the Scouter's email address and phone number and email address, meeting times, and the email and phone number of your provincial office.

Also include links to the South African Scout Association and to your District or Province, if they have their own pages.

A large Scout Group site could include the following sections:

· About the Group: what we do, what makes us special, where we meet

· Recent events: reports and photos.

· Upcoming events: notices, year and term planner, link to national or provincial event pages.

· Patrol pages: these could be designed as a Patrol activity.

· Links: local and world Scouting links, and the Group's favourite places on the internet. If you have photos on Picasa, or a Facebook page as well, make sure you link to them, and make sure they link back to your website.

· Credits: anyone who worked on the site or helped with it.

· How to join: answers for people wanting to join as a Cub or Scout. What is Scouting or Cubbing? What does it cost? What ages do you accept? Do you accept boys and girls as members? Do you need a uniform the first day yo come?

· Meetings times: where (map) and when (day and times)

· Contact information: phone and email



How can I promote the page?

You must tell people about the page! Promote it within the whole Group (not just the Troop or Pack) and tell the Committee and the rest of your District as well.

If your province has a Scouting newsletter, that would also be a good place to announce it. For a good site, you could even approach your local newspaper. If your Group has a close relationship with a school, place of worship, or sponsor, remember to tell them too (and make sure your site gives them the proper credit).

Keep promoting the page! Remember that if you stop promoting your site within your Group, the Cubs, Scouts and parents will stop visiting it. Put the address on every notice, and announce any updates at Group meetings.

Include the address of the page in any promotions such as pamphlets and articles in your local press.

Print a few pages from your web site and include them, with the address, on your Group noticeboard.

Finally, make sure you arrange for other sites to link to your site.



What about updates?

You must keep the page current! Old news is no news. An out-of-date web page tells the reader that, althoug someone was once enthusiastic enough to start this project, they are now not interested in maintaining it.

Don't be too ambitious! If you promise monthly updates, experience shows that you will probably get bored quite soon. Rather set a reasonable target: quarterly updates are probably enough.

Don't say things like "this week" or "next month" on the page, because you don't know when people will read it, or how long till you next update it.



Should I include Cub or Scout names and email addresses on the web site?

Definitely not. Although contact information for the Scouters is useful, you should not include full names or contact information for the Cubs or Scouts. This is vital to protect them from strangers trying to contact them for the wrong reasons. It is sufficient to include first names of the Cubs or Scouts, and the Scouter's email address and phone number. If a child wants to make contact over the internet, this should always be closely supervised by a parent.



What else shouldn't I put on the page?

Don't include boring material: the biggest turnoff on a Scout web page is "The Aim and Method of Scouting". Rather include a photo of your latest pioneering project, preferably just as it was collapsing!

Don't include anything that says 'under construction'. All pages are permanently under construction. Don't link to pages which you have not filled in yet: if you haven't done it, don't tell people about it.

Don't include copyright material, including material copyright of the South African Scout Association. If you want to use someone's graphic on your site, ask them nicely first.

No-one comes to your page to see the latest technical tricks. There are many problems with being too clever: your favourite feature might not work for everyone who visits, it may look out-of-date as new features become fashionable, and it will probably distract the visitors (and the designer) from the real purpose of the site. And, admit it, not every troop has a professional web designer who can get the fancy tricks working properly!

Don't include copies of material which already appears on official pages of the South African Scout Association: rather include a link, because this will ensure that your page does not become out-of-date if the information is updated.

Don't include anything which is inappropriate for a Scout page. This includes bad language, links to inappropriate sites, or anything that could bring Scouting into disrepute. Remember that what you say on your web page is public - always think about who may be reading it, and how they could react.



What sort of design should I use?

Keep the design simple. With a few well-chosen graphics, consistent use of fonts, a simple colour scheme, and an uncluttered design, you can present a professional and useful site.

The colours of your group's scarf could be used to give a professional feel to your site.

Avoid strong patterns and colours on the background, and don't use too many animations, because they distract the user.



What packages can I use to create a web page?

There are many commercial packages and freeware tools to help you design your page. The options on the market change all the time.

Many of the free web hosting services will allow you to create your web page according to a template, with no past experience required.



What is HTML, and do I need to learn it?

HTML is what all web pages are made of: it's like a programming language. A few years ago, everyone made web pages by writing HTML "by hand", but most web pages are now designed using special software. This means you do not need to learn HTML.

If you like playing around with the technical side, you can still create pages in HTML using a text editor. Try the HTML Primer as a good place to start.



How do I get the page onto the web?

Once you've created your web page, you'll need somewhere to host it on the internet. There are several possibilities:

· There are many sites on the internet which will host your page for free. This includes Google Sites, Wordpress, Blogspot, and many others.

· If you have an account with an internet service provider, this may include free space for web pages. Phone the help desk and ask them.

· There are companies who will host your site for a small monthly fee.

· You may have a friend, Scout, or parent who can host your page through their university, business or school.



How do I get a link to my Scout page?

Groups in your District and Province could provide links to your page (remember to do the same for them in return). Other local sites may be willing to link to your page as well. (Remember, the more links to your site, the better for you.)

This website maintains the complete list of links to Scout pages in South Africa. You can include a link to your page on this list, and to the What's New section, by emailing thewebmaster. It's polite to make a link to us (and your Provincial page) if you want us to link to you!

Search engines will find your page and link to it if other people link to you. Make sure your site uses your group's name as the title and text of the main page.



I need to set up a web page for my Province

Please contact the webmaster for information and suggestions about this.

Also see FAQ: The scouting.org.za domain.



I need to set up a web page for a national or Provincial Scout event

We will probably not be able to run a website for the event, but we can put together a basic page if you supply us with the right information. We recommend that you find your own webmaster if you want anything fancy. However, we may be able to host your page, and will provide the necessary links. Please contact the webmaster.

Also see FAQ: The scouting.org.za domain.

What are the mailing lists for?

We run several mailing lists for the South African Scout Association. These mailing lists act as an additional channel of communication within the Association.

The mailing lists are used for news and announcements about Scouting, and are not intended as a discussion forum.



Who are the mailing lists for?

Mailing lists are intended for adult leaders and supporters of the South African Scout Association, but are open to others including Rovers, Scouts, parents, committee members and others involved in Scouting. Provincial commissioners and organisers of Scouting activities are encouraged to send information to the appropriate lists, as a way of improving communications within the Association.

Please note that the messages circulated to the lists do not represent the opinion of the South African Scout Association, but are the responsibility of the author of the message.

Membership of a mailing list is a privilege and anyone who abuses the facility may be removed from the list.



Which mailing list should I join?

There is a mailing list for each province. Join the list for the most appropriate province or provinces. National announcements are sent to all lists, so if you join more than one list you may receive duplicates of some announcements.



How do I join a mailing list?

Refer to the instructions at:

www.scouting.org.za/mailinglist


How do I leave the mailing list?

You can remove yourself from the list (unsubscribe) using the instructions atwww.scouting.org.za/mailinglist
If you have problems subscribing or unsubscribing, contact the webmaster for assistance.



How do I send a message to the mailing list?

The lists are moderated, i.e. only certain approved people may send messages to the list members. If you are not an approved member, you may still send a message to the list, but it will not be sent out to the list until it is approved by the list moderator.

Once you have subscribed to the mailing list, instructions will be mailed to you which include the mailing address of the list which you have joined.



Mailing list Rules!

· Only Scouting-related notices may be posted

· Attachments, such as images, files, etc, are discouraged

· Very large messages will automatically be rejected by the list

· Commercial advertising is not allowed

· Virus warnings and chain letters of any kind are not allowed

· You may not post the same message to more than one mailing list simultaneously

· When posting to the list, do not CC the message to other addresses.

· Messages may not be posted by non-members

· The Scout Law should be considered at all times



Comments and additions to this FAQ are always welcomed. We will try to answer your questions and add the answers to future versions of the FAQ.

· Last update 26 May 2011
Web pages of Scout groups in South Africa

This is not a full list of Scout groups; only groups with their own web pages are listed below. Contact the relevant provincial Scout office for information about other groups.

If your group has its own web page, add it to the list by sending the webmaster an email. Please also read this page: How do I get my Scout group on the web? 
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	Eastern Cape
· 1st Cotswold
· 1st Graaff-Reinet
· 1st Walmer

	


	Free State and Northern Cape
Email us if you know of any groups with their own web pages in these provinces

	


	Gauteng
The list of all groups in Gauteng is maintained on the Gauteng website. Please refer to www.gautengscouts.co.za/gauteng-groups
	 

	


	KwaZulu-Natal
· 1st Cowies Hill
· 4th Durban (St Thomas)
· 29th Durban
· 1st Hillcrest Scouts and Guides
· 57th Trafalgar
· 1st Vryheid Scouts KZN

	


	Limpopo
· 1st Polokwane

	


	Mpumalanga
Email us if you know of any groups with their own web pages in Mpumalanga

	


	Northwest
· Mafikeng SCENE
Email us if you know of any groups with their own web pages in Northwest

	


	Western Cape
· 1st Bergvliet Sea Scouts
· 2nd Bergvliet Sea Scouts
· 1st Blaauwberg
· 1st Bothasig
· 1st Camps Bay / Sea Point
· 9th/16th Cape Town
· 1st Claremont
· 1st Durbanville
· Durbanville & Kraaifontein
· 2nd Elsies River
· 1st Hermanus
· 1st Ikhwezi
· 2nd Kenridge
· 1st Kuilsriver
· 1st Muizenberg
· 1st Naruna & Constantia
· 1st Paarl
· 1st Pinelands
· 3rd Pinelands
· 2nd Plumstead
· 2nd Rondebosch
· 6th Rondebosch
· 1st Rosebank Air Scouts
· 1st Somerset West
· 2nd Somerset West
· 1st Strand


Scout locations


If you'd like to find the location of the nearest Scout group, take a look at our map of Scout group locations.

This isn't a complete list, but we're doing our best to collect locations of all the Scout halls and campsites in South Africa. If your group's location isn't there, please send us an email to tell us the street address or GPS location (or even better, follow the instructions below to send us a .kmz placemark). And if there's a mistake, let us know by email too.webmaster@scouting.org.za
Using Google Earth
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You can also see these locations using Google Earth:

· In the Google Earth menu choose: Add >> Network Link

· Use any name, and enterhttp://www.scouting.org.za/scout.kmz as the Location. 
How to add your own Scout location:
· Find your location using Google Earth

· Add your placemarks, and make sure that you sort them into their own folder.

· Right click on that folder and click "Save As..." - this will generate a *.kmz file that contains all your placemarks.

· Email the file to webmaster@scouting.org.za , so that we can add your links for others to see.

· Make sure your email includes details like which District and Province you are in.

How to download and install Google Earth:
You can get the installer from http://earth.google.com.

Who is the page for?

This is the most important question! Like any publication, you have to know your audience. There are usually two answers: firstly, your Group web page is for the Cubs or Scouts and their parents, and secondly, potential Cubs and Scouts and their parents looking for an active, fun group in their area. Scout

For your own members, the best Scout web page is one which involves the Cubs or Scouts: taking the photos, writing the stories, deciding what to put on it. Designing a web page can be the basis for a good meeting activity.

For recruiting potential members, the page must show your group at its best, and most importantly, must have the right contact information for someone wanting to join.



What should I put on the page?

To answer this question, think about who the page is aimed at, and remember, make itfun and useful.

Your Cubs and Scouts will like the page if it includes things that they did: especially photos and stories. The first thing they will look for is their own name and photo on the site (but see the note on names below).

Parents will like the page if it mentions their sons and daughters. They will also wantimportant notices such as the term or year planner (but don't get ambitious and promise to put every single notice on the page, because you will soon get tired of updating it.)

You should include important contact information: the Scouter's email address and phone number and email address, meeting times, and the email and phone number of your provincial office.

Also include links to the South African Scout Association and to your District or Province, if they have their own pages.

A large Scout Group site could include the following sections:

· About the Group: what we do, what makes us special, where we meet

· Recent events: reports and photos.

· Upcoming events: notices, year and term planner, link to national or provincial event pages.

· Patrol pages: these could be designed as a Patrol activity.

· Links: local and world Scouting links, and the Group's favourite places on the internet. If you have photos on Picasa, or a Facebook page as well, make sure you link to them, and make sure they link back to your website.

· Credits: anyone who worked on the site or helped with it.

· How to join: answers for people wanting to join as a Cub or Scout. What is Scouting or Cubbing? What does it cost? What ages do you accept? Do you accept boys and girls as members? Do you need a uniform the first day yo come?

· Meetings times: where (map) and when (day and times)

· Contact information: phone and email



How can I promote the page?

You must tell people about the page! Promote it within the whole Group (not just the Troop or Pack) and tell the Committee and the rest of your District as well.

If your province has a Scouting newsletter, that would also be a good place to announce it. For a good site, you could even approach your local newspaper. If your Group has a close relationship with a school, place of worship, or sponsor, remember to tell them too (and make sure your site gives them the proper credit).

Keep promoting the page! Remember that if you stop promoting your site within your Group, the Cubs, Scouts and parents will stop visiting it. Put the address on every notice, and announce any updates at Group meetings.

Include the address of the page in any promotions such as pamphlets and articles in your local press.

Print a few pages from your web site and include them, with the address, on your Group noticeboard.

Finally, make sure you arrange for other sites to link to your site.



What about updates?

You must keep the page current! Old news is no news. An out-of-date web page tells the reader that, althoug someone was once enthusiastic enough to start this project, they are now not interested in maintaining it.

Don't be too ambitious! If you promise monthly updates, experience shows that you will probably get bored quite soon. Rather set a reasonable target: quarterly updates are probably enough.

Don't say things like "this week" or "next month" on the page, because you don't know when people will read it, or how long till you next update it.



Should I include Cub or Scout names and email addresses on the web site?

Definitely not. Although contact information for the Scouters is useful, you should not include full names or contact information for the Cubs or Scouts. This is vital to protect them from strangers trying to contact them for the wrong reasons. It is sufficient to include first names of the Cubs or Scouts, and the Scouter's email address and phone number. If a child wants to make contact over the internet, this should always be closely supervised by a parent.



What else shouldn't I put on the page?

Don't include boring material: the biggest turnoff on a Scout web page is "The Aim and Method of Scouting". Rather include a photo of your latest pioneering project, preferably just as it was collapsing!

Don't include anything that says 'under construction'. All pages are permanently under construction. Don't link to pages which you have not filled in yet: if you haven't done it, don't tell people about it.

Don't include copyright material, including material copyright of the South African Scout Association. If you want to use someone's graphic on your site, ask them nicely first.

No-one comes to your page to see the latest technical tricks. There are many problems with being too clever: your favourite feature might not work for everyone who visits, it may look out-of-date as new features become fashionable, and it will probably distract the visitors (and the designer) from the real purpose of the site. And, admit it, not every troop has a professional web designer who can get the fancy tricks working properly!

Don't include copies of material which already appears on official pages of the South African Scout Association: rather include a link, because this will ensure that your page does not become out-of-date if the information is updated.

Don't include anything which is inappropriate for a Scout page. This includes bad language, links to inappropriate sites, or anything that could bring Scouting into disrepute. Remember that what you say on your web page is public - always think about who may be reading it, and how they could react.



What sort of design should I use?

Keep the design simple. With a few well-chosen graphics, consistent use of fonts, a simple colour scheme, and an uncluttered design, you can present a professional and useful site.

The colours of your group's scarf could be used to give a professional feel to your site.

Avoid strong patterns and colours on the background, and don't use too many animations, because they distract the user.



What packages can I use to create a web page?

There are many commercial packages and freeware tools to help you design your page. The options on the market change all the time.

Many of the free web hosting services will allow you to create your web page according to a template, with no past experience required.



What is HTML, and do I need to learn it?

HTML is what all web pages are made of: it's like a programming language. A few years ago, everyone made web pages by writing HTML "by hand", but most web pages are now designed using special software. This means you do not need to learn HTML.

If you like playing around with the technical side, you can still create pages in HTML using a text editor. Try the HTML Primer as a good place to start.



How do I get the page onto the web?

Once you've created your web page, you'll need somewhere to host it on the internet. There are several possibilities:

· There are many sites on the internet which will host your page for free. This includes Google Sites, Wordpress, Blogspot, and many others.

· If you have an account with an internet service provider, this may include free space for web pages. Phone the help desk and ask them.

· There are companies who will host your site for a small monthly fee.

· You may have a friend, Scout, or parent who can host your page through their university, business or school.



How do I get a link to my Scout page?

Groups in your District and Province could provide links to your page (remember to do the same for them in return). Other local sites may be willing to link to your page as well. (Remember, the more links to your site, the better for you.)

This website maintains the complete list of links to Scout pages in South Africa. You can include a link to your page on this list, and to the What's New section, by emailing thewebmaster. It's polite to make a link to us (and your Provincial page) if you want us to link to you!

Search engines will find your page and link to it if other people link to you. Make sure your site uses your group's name as the title and text of the main page.



I need to set up a web page for my Province

Please contact the webmaster for information and suggestions about this.

Also see FAQ: The scouting.org.za domain.



I need to set up a web page for a national or Provincial Scout event

We will probably not be able to run a website for the event, but we can put together a basic page if you supply us with the right information. We recommend that you find your own webmaster if you want anything fancy. However, we may be able to host your page, and will provide the necessary links. Please contact the webmaster.

Also see FAQ: The scouting.org.za domain.

Scouting links

Around the world

World Organization of the Scout Movement
The official home page of World Scouting

Africa Scout Region
Scouts Australia
Scouts Canada 
Scouting Nederland - Home of Scouting in the Netherlands
The Scout Association - Home of the UK Scout Association
ScoutBase UK - a large collection of Scouting resources based in the UK
Boy Scouts of America 
International Scouting resources

The Pine Tree Web - Scouting heritage, leadership development and Scouting in Eastern Europe

Links in South Africa

Nangu Thina - a partnership programme between Scouts in Germany, The Netherlands, United Kingdom and Southern Africa

The Jac Joel Collection of Scout Stamps
Girl Guides Association of South Africa
JOTA / JOTI in South Africa

Jamboree On The Air / Jamboree On The Internet

20-21 October 2012

JOTI and JOTA are annual events when Scouts and Guides all over the world make contact with each other over the internet or amateur radio.
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 Mail the webmaster to tell us about your JOTI/JOTA activity or add your link to this page

JOTA/JOTI Around the World

· World JOTA page
· World JOTI page
· ScoutLink (chat facilities for Scouts)

JOTA/JOTI in South Africa


 JOTA/JOTI National Circular


 JOTA/JOTI at Gilwell Florida, Gauteng

1st Sandhurst JOTI/JOTA will have an amateur radio station and internet chat access at their hall in George Avenue, Sandringham, Johannesburg. Watch their website for details.

There will be a JOTA-JOTI base running at Camp Delta open to any Scouts or Cubs (19-21 October). Camping and day visitor are welcome. Please make arrangements with the organisers before arriving. Contact Hilton.Goodhead@rorotika.com / Skype hilton.goodhead. Location: 28 Roos Street, Fourways, Johannesburg, South Africa. 26° 0'52.10" S 28° 0'13.41" E. Local time: GMT + 2 hours.

· Visitors Page - lots of information about South Africa for visiting Scouts

· Scout web pages in South Africa
· South African Scout group locations
South African Scouting blogs and forums

· SCOUTS South Africa Facebook page
· ScoutBook forum
· The Patrol Leader blog
· Ropes and Poles blog
· Akela's Cubs blog
FAQ: The scouting.org.za domain

· What is the policy on registering a Scout domain?
· I want to register a domain for my Scout page
· What names are allowed under the scouting.org.za hierarchy?
· When will my domain names be registered?
· I need a scouting.org.za email address
What is the policy on registering a Scout domain?

In order to present a professional image, Scout domain names should be as consistent as possible. For this reason we have registered the domain scouting.org.za, and we encourage groups, Areas, events and Scout projects to make use of this domain rather than registering their own.



I would like to register a domain for my Scout web page

This is not always possible, since it depends on how your web pages are hosted. If your pages are hosted on a service provider which allows virtual hosting, you may ask us to register a domain www.groupname.scouting.org.za, which points directly to your web pages. Once your page is ready, we will set up the domain for you.

Unfortunately this is often not possible (i.e. when the service provider does not offervirtual hosting). It is not possible for most local internet service providers as well as most free services such as Geocities. Usually you will need to arrange virtual hosting through by contacting the person in charge of your web server.



What names are allowed under the scouting.org.za hierarchy?

Domain names should be in one of the following formats:

· www.groupname.scouting.org.za
· www.areaname.scouting.org.za
· www.eventname.scouting.org.za
The www part is optional but recommended. Long domain names such aswww.groupname.areaname.scouting.org.za are not usually allowed.

groupname, areaname and eventname should be chosen to be unambiguous, short and consistent.



When will my domain be registered?

We will register your domain as soon as you are ready to use it. Before this point we will approve your domain in principle, but we will only take action when the service you are offering is up and running.



I need a scouting.org.za email address

The Internet Scouting Team offers a forwarding service where email sent to a scouting.org.za address is automatically forwarded to the user's normal mailbox. Please note that this we do not provide an actual mailbox - you must have an existing mailbox to which mail can be forwarded.

Unfortunately, due to the pressures of administering this service, we can only offer scouting.org.za email addresses to Provincial offices and a limited number of Scout leaders who are actively involved in Internet Scouting projects at a national level.

If you think you qualify, please contact the webmaster.

Internet team

There is an informal Internet team which works to coordinate internet-related activities within the South African Scout Association.

The areas of interest include:

· Administration and promotion of the scout mailing lists

· Administration of the scouting.org.za domain

· Answers to technical queries about internet Scouting

· Establishing guidelines on internet Scouting

· Maintaining a professional image of Scouting on the internet

· Coordinating with existing internet Scouting activities and projects

· Making documents and material available online

The team currently consists of Ian Webb, Jo Gruneberg, Nigel Forshaw, Paul Innes, Bruce Dixie and Brendan Dale. We will be happy to work with you on your Internet Scouting project. Contact the webmaster.

About this site

This website is the home of the South African Scout Association. The site was established in 1995 and has been the main internet resource for Scouting in South Africa since then.

The site is designed and maintained by Ian Webb and maintains a close relationship with the National Headquarters of the South African Scout Association. Contributions have been received from many different people, and various sections are managed separately. Credits are given on these sections. Policy and technical support are provided by an informal Internet team.




 HYPERLINK "http://www.is.co.za/" \t "_blank" Internet Solutions have kindly hosted this site since 1996. The South African Scout Association gratefully acknowledges their role in making this site possible, and thanks their staff for their professional service at all times.

The template used for the design of this website is based on the 'Coffee & Cream' open source template design by Arcsin from www.oswd.org.

About the Webmaster

I started this website early in 1995, and have been the volunteer webmaster ever since. The site began very informally but quickly became the main Scout website in South Africa, and several years later became the official home of the South African Scout Association. Bruce Dixie also helped in many other ways including setting up several Scout mailing lists which he still runs on his server, and Paul Cammidge found a sponsor,Internet Solutions, who have hosted the website at no charge ever since. Thanks, IS!

Various Chief Executives of South African Scouting, John Hunneyball, Luke van der Laan and Milly Siebrits, have given much support and encouragement.

Ian Webb
Contact us

SCOUTS South Africa

info@scouting.org.za 
Phone enquiries: 0860 SCOUTS (0860 726 887)
Fax enquiries: 021 685 9050

National Headquarters
PO Box 2434
Clareinch 7740

Riverside Mall
Corner of Main Road and Belmont Road
Rondebosch

Please note that we cannot handle penpal requests or badge swapping requests.

Webmaster

www.scouting.org.za
Contact the webmaster at webmaster@scouting.org.za for technical queries and comments relating to the Web pages and the scouting.org.za domain. Otherwise use the address above.

Join Scouting!

Membership is open to all boys and girls irrespective of their race or religious beliefs in the following age groups:

· Cubs 7 – 10

· Scouts 11 – 17

· Rovers 18 – 30

In some areas, movement from Cubs to Scouts is linked to the school grade system.

Adult leaders are all volunteers. Many were Scouts themselves or parents of Scouts, but anyone is welcome to join scouting as training is offered to the leaders.

	



 HYPERLINK "http://www.scouting.org.za/join/cubs.php" 
Cubs
 
age 7-10
	 
	



 HYPERLINK "http://www.scouting.org.za/join/scouts.php" 
Scouts
 
age 11-17

	 
	 
	 

	



 HYPERLINK "http://www.scouting.org.za/join/rovers.php" 
Rovers

age 18-30
	 
	



 HYPERLINK "http://www.scouting.org.za/join/adults.php" 
Adults

age 18+


Join Rovers! 
Service for young adults

Rovering equips young people with the tools they need to tackle life's challenges. Rovering joins young people together to define their own path according to Scouting principles.

What do Rovers do?

Rovers work together to serve their community.

Rovers work towards challenge awards for sports, hobbies and community service.

Rovers can also assist with Scouts and Cubs.

Can only a Scout become a Rover?

No! Any young adult is welcome to join as a Rover. The Rover branch is open to young adults, age 18 to 35, but they must join by age 30.

How to join as a Rover

Contact us for more info on how to join.

Donate Here
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Donations are vital for SCOUTS South Africa in contributing to the development of children, youths and young adults. Your donations ensure the sustainability of Scouting in South Africa and allow us to train youth in responsible leadership, in good citizenship and simultaenaously in developing their spiritual, social, intellectual and physical qualities. We have a wide variety of programmes and projects that need small and big contributions.

There are a number of ways in which you can donate and help:

· Corporate Donations
· Individual Donations
· Alumni Fellowship Programme
· Donate online via GivenGain
Enquiries about donating to SCOUTS South Africa: donate@scouting.org.za



Donors and Partnerships

Partners
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SCOUTS South Africa does not exist in isolation; it is part of a local and global community and works in partnership with others, from individuals to organisations and institutions. As a non profit organisation we rely on local partnerships and donations for our sustainability and quality programmes and initiatives.

Partnership type

We have been honoured with support from a variety of sectors:

Individual Donations:
· Mr Mike Bosman

Corporate:
· Havas Worldwide

· Internet Solutions

· Exclusive Books

· Nvest Development Solutions

Government:
· Ministry of Education Kwazulu-Natal

· Ministry of Social Development North West

· Ministry of Social Development Free State

Civil Society
· Childline South Africa

· Keep the Dream 196

· Walton’s Conservation Trust

· Abalimi Bezekhaya

· Nangu Thina (Germany)

Partners in Scouting
· World Organisation of the Scout Movement (WOSM)

· World Scout Foundation

· Africa Regional Scout Office

Funders and Foundations
· Ackerman Family Foundation

· Umckaloabo Foundation (Germany)

· National Lottery Distribution Trust fund

· Stop AIDS Now!

· Oxfam Novib (The Netherlands)

Partnership proposals and Enquiries: partner@scouting.org.za
Partnership themes

Certain partnerships and initiatives have been developed around themes to address a number of societal needs.

Life skills & Leadership
Peer Leader Training
Success Stories:

· 'Akha ingomuso lethu – Building our future'
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Peace Education
Scouting in Schools
Messengers of Peace
Success Stories:

· Messengers of Peace
· New Scout Centre for Mpumalanga
Human Rights
Children's Rights Challenge 2013
SCOUTS South Africa Child Protection Policy Development

Health
HIV/AIDS Peer Education
Success Stories:

· Sonqoba Youth Project
Agriculture
Food for Life Success Stories

· Zola Scouts Group
· Bulume Scouts Group
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Environment
Environmental Education Camps
Climate Change Challenge
Biodiversity Projects
Success Stories:

· 1st Merrydale Group
IT and Communication
Peer computer literacy training
Webhosting of SCOUTS SA Website
SCOUTS SA Repositioning Campaign 2013

Sports and Adventure
Adventure Trails
National sporting events/competitions
Success Stories:

· Lipton Cup Sailing Regatta

· Cederberg Senior Scout Adventure
· Kon-Tiki
Partnership proposals and Enquiries: partner@scouting.org.za
Facts and Figures
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 Fact sheet: SCOUTS South Africa

· History of SCOUTS South Africa
Census of Scouting in South Africa

SCOUTS South Africa has a basic database that contains census information from groups nationwide. To improve the quality and accuracy of census data collection we are re-designing and expanding our database to our needs. The tender process is being finalised and the new database and census figures are due in 2013.

NGO Benchmarking

On the 16th of May 2012, SCOUTS South Africa was assessed by Société Générale de Surveillance (SGS) and was certified as meeting the requirements of International NGO Benchmarking, demonstrating compliance with best practice requirements relating to governing body, strategic framework, integrity management, communication, advocacy and public image, human resources, fundraising, resource allocation, financial controls, field operations' supervision, outcomes' supervision and continuous improvement.

Join Scouting as an adult volunteer!

Scouting has many opportunities for adults to volunteer to lead or assist with Cub and Scout groups.

Parents are encouraged to help with Scouting activities. Cub Packs and Scout Troops are encouraged to form committees of parents to support them. One of the Parent committee's main functions is to raise funds to help pay for the running costs of the pack and the troop.

What do Adult volunteers do?

Adult volunteers can join the parents committee of a group.

Adult volunteers can become a Scout or Cub leader or assistant. Adults can be an occasional helper, provide specific skills training to Cubs or Scouts, or join as a uniformed adult leader.

Adult volunteers receive training to assist in a Cub Pack or Scout Troop.

Adults can also assist at local, provincial or national level.

Who can become an adult volunteer?

Any adult is welcome to join as an adult volunteer. You do not need to have been a Cub or Scout, and you do not need to be a parent of a Cub or Scout. Training is provided.

For child protection reasons, an application for membership including a background check is required.

How to join as an adult volunteer

Contact us for more info on how to join.

Join Scouting!

Contact Us

Contact our national Scout Info Centre and we will happily to send you more information about Scouting and put you in touch with your nearest Scout group.

· Phone enquiries: 0860 SCOUTS (0860 726 887)

· Fax enquiries: 021 685 9050

· Email enquiries: info@scouting.org.za
You can also contact the Scout office in your province.

The BSA’s Commitment to Safety
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We want you to know that the safety of our youth, volunteers, staff, and employees cannot be compromised. Health and safety must be integrated into everything we do to the point that no injuries are acceptable beyond those that are readily treatable by Scout-rendered first aid.

The Scouting program itself, activities Scouts participate in on a regular basis, and the outdoor classroom used in Scouting have inherent risks. A challenging program and activities help attract youth and retain them in Scouting. Perceived risk during such ventures heightens awareness and builds confidence and discipline vital to building tomorrow’s leaders.

There is a place in Scouting for age-appropriate events that push youth beyond their normal comfort level and stretch their abilities. This is appropriate when risks are identified and mitigated. One should not participate in or promote activities when risks are unknown or ignored. We must protect our youth as part of our program. In a sense, safety is our license to operate.

In particular, Scout leaders are responsible for the physical and mental well-being of everyone under their supervision. Parents who entrust Scout leaders with their children justifiably expect them to return uninjured.

To achieve that goal, everyone must work together to do the following:

· Know, understand, and comply with all rules, policies, and procedures.

· Model safe behaviors when participating in Scouting events.

· Encourage staff, volunteer leaders, and youth members to share in the management of risk.

· Promote, provide, and, when appropriate, require health and safety training.

· Communicate the importance of incident and near-miss reporting and hold staff members accountable for implementing reporting procedures at unit, district, and council levels.

· Study incidents that do occur to learn from them, and modify risks where appropriate. 

· Support enterprise risk management concepts.

Thank you for being part of the Scouting movement and creating an exciting and safe experience for every participant. 

Print-friendly PDF version of the statement 


Customizable safety statement for councils 

 

Guide to Safe Scouting

The purpose of the Guide to Safe Scouting is to prepare members of the Boy Scouts of America to conduct Scouting activities in a safe and prudent manner. The policies and guidelines have been established because of the real need to protect members from known hazards that have been identified through 100 years of experience. Limitations on certain activities should not be viewed as stumbling blocks; rather, policies and guidelines are best described as stepping-stones toward safe and enjoyable adventures. 
All participants in official Scouting activities should become familiar with the Guide to Safe Scouting and be aware of state or local government regulations that supersede Boy Scouts of America policies and guidelines. The Guide to Safe Scouting provides an overview of Scouting policies and procedures rather than comprehensive, standalone documentation. For some items, the policy statements are complete. Unit leaders are expected to review the additional reference material cited prior to conducting such activities.

In situations not specifically covered in this guide, activity planners should evaluate the risk or potential risk of harm, and respond with action plans based on common sense, community standards, the Boy Scout motto, and safety policies and practices commonly prescribed for the activity by experienced providers and practitioners.

Viewing the online Guide
The Guide to Safe Scouting is available here.
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